
DEATHS OF DESPAIR*

Every 1% increase in unemployment sustained over 6 years = 36,887 deaths of  despair 

Projected Deaths of Despair due to lockdown
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Projected  
unemployment rate for 
April 10.3% = 250,831 

deaths if rate sustained

If lockdown continues,  
unemployment rate projected 
to equal 18.7% in August and 
560,682 deaths of despair

33,903
68,841

560,682

250,831

*Deaths of despair includes suicide, overdose, alcohol related death 

Sources: 
Harvey Brenner- John Hopkins University, Center of Disease Control, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Financial Forecast Center (forecasts.org)
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