
The day schools closed, the crisis began, putting our 
children’s futures at stake.
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) 
1 in 3 Children who are or were quarantined are at risk of developing PTSD.

https://www.bbc.com/news/education-53097289 
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/education/educators-look-for-ways-to-help-students-disengaged-from-distance-learning

Disengaged 
1 in 3 High School students in LA schools didn’t even check in once during the spring lockdown. 

http://laschoolboard.org/sites/default/files/IAU%20Report%202020%200707%20-%20Student%20Engagement%20Online%20
During%20Closures.pdf       

Suicide/Drug overdose H.S. 
Suicide and drug overdose of high school students surpass covid deaths.

https://townhall.com/tipsheet/micaelaburrow/2020/07/28/redfield-says-more-abovebase-suicides-than-covid-deaths-n2573278 

Child Suicide: Local trauma centers are filled with 10-13 year old children 
An alarming increase in suicide among children demonstrates the havoc 
school closures have on the mental health of our previously healthy 
children. Social isolation, anxiety, depression, other mental health issues, 
and suicide rates among children and adolescents are alarming.
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7500342/        

Abuse 
2.6 million children are living with a parent “drinking hazardously.”
https://view.publitas.com/the-childhood-trust/children-in-lockdown-the-childhood-trust-report-june-2020/page/14-15

College age 
2 out of 3 college age students are experiencing serious anxiety/depression.  
An alarming 1 in 4 have seriously considered suicide among 18-24 year olds.
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/pdfs/mm6932a1-H.pdf    

Mental health devastation
Over 50% of Southern CA students need mental health support at the beginning of school closures. 
What is it now?
https://www.forbes.com/sites/nickmorrison/2020/05/15/its-not-childrens-education-we-should-worry-about-its-their-mental 
health/?sh=5310869f1fcb
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Catastrophic consequences of school closures  
and lock down policies on children
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Severe learning loss 
Pediatricians nationwide warn of severe academic regression. Some demographic gaps as wide as 
15-30% reading loss, math between half to two thirds of the typical gains lost, between 50 and 100 
percent of a whole year’s worth of mathand 33% academic loss. This learning loss was assessed with the 
assumption of a fall 2020 return to in person instruction. 

https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/06/29/884638999/u-s-pediatricians-call-for-in-person-school-this-fall 
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/sites/default/files/ai20-226-v2.pdf

Learning Loss and Drop Outs = $271 Billion Economic Loss Annually
Without intervention and reversal in policies, the educational losses caused by school closures could hurt 
long term GDP growth. Once the current k-12 hit the workforce, the estimations of GDP loss is between 
$173 Billion to $271 Billion a year.
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https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/public-and-social-sector/our-insights/covid-19-and-student-learning-in-the-united-
states-the-hurt-could-last-a-lifetime#



16.9 Million with no internet and up to 3,000,000 children missing school 
An education emergency hitting low income households the hardest and are more likely to be Black, 
Latino, or Native American.  16.9 Million remain “logged out” of learning with no access to the internet at 
home.  “Bellwether Education Partners, a non-profit that focuses on underserved communities, estimates 
that approximately 3 million of the “most educationally marginalized students in the country” may have 
been missing from school since March 2020,” due to school closures.

https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-https://bellwethereducation.org/publication/missing-margins-estimating-scale-covid-19-
attendance-crisis

https://futureready.org/homework-gap/#facts

Children became the target of online predators 
The national tip line reported 1,000,000 reports of sexual exploitation 
in April of 2019. It skyrocketed to 4,000,000 reports of child 
exploitation in April of 2020. The Dark Web received such an 
enormous increase in traffic—it crashed. 

https://view.publitas.com/the-childhood-trust/children-in-lockdown-the-childhood-
trust-report-june-2020/page/14-15

Shockingly, over 1,000,000 high school students are 
estimated to drop out and never return to high school.
https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/public-and-social-sector/our-insights/covid-19-and-student-learning-in-the-unitedstates-
the-hurt-could-last-a-lifetime#

Casualty of an entire generation 
63 Studies are showing indicators that these problems are a predictor for a decade to come.

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32504808/ 

The day schools closed, disadvantaged communities became even more disadvantaged 
High risk groups also include homeless families, special education students, immigrant families, 
victims of abuse, and those with a history of mental health issues.  

“AAP argues that based on the nation’s experience this spring [2020], remote learning is likely  
to result in severe learning loss and increased social isolation. Social isolation, in turn, can breed 
serious social, emotional and health issues: “child and adolescent physical or sexual abuse,  
substance use, depression, and suicidal ideation.” Furthermore, these impacts will be visited  
more severely on Black and brown children, as well as low-income children and those with  
learning disabilities.” 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/05/us/coronavirus-education-lost-learning.html 

https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/06/29/884638999/u-s-pediatricians-call-for-in-person- 
school-this-fall
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Hunger pandemic 
The day schools closed, children began going hungry. School was the only hot meal a day. 

As of December of 2020, those facing hunger, both children and adults, grew from 35 million in 2019 
to more than 50 million by year’s end, with 17 million being children. Feeding America estimates the 

consequences are even more dire for children with 1 in 4 facing hunger. 

 

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2020/07/09/about-14-million-children-in-the-us-are-not-getting-enough-to-eat/ 
https://apnews.com/article/race-and-ethnicity-hunger-coronavirus-pandemic-4c7f1705c6d8ef5bac241e6cc8e331bb

The combination of food supply disruption and skyrocketing unemployment of more than 50 million 
Americans directly impacts food insecurities.  

Children are facing hunger and starvation all over the world. The economic collapse has resulted in less 
donations to nonprofits who fulfill the vital role of providing food to hundreds of thousands of starving 
children. Millions could die from the “hunger pandemic” as a direct result of the disruption in the food 
supply, economic impact, decline in donations, and airline shutdowns which make it difficult to get 

supplies and experts to people in need.

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-yemen-security-malnutrition/at-least-400000-yemeni-children-under-5-could-die-of-starvation-
this-year-u-n-agencies-idUSKBN2AC16K 
https://unglobalcompact.org/take-action/20th-anniversary-campaign/covid-related%20hunger-could-kill-more-people-than-the-virus
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When we closed the playgrounds, we left children vulnerable as a target, to the online 
playground of predators 
When an infrastructure is removed or collapses, predators seize this “opportunity.” The Dark Web 
received such an enormous increase in traffic- it crashed.  Experts described predators using a “covid 
19 theme” on the Dark web,  live streaming, non-stop sexual abuse to “paying customers.” Online is the 
beginning. Predators use it as a grooming time, leading to the ultimate exploitation of children with 
unsuspecting parents.

This is a warning to parents, educators, and elected officials to protect our children, and end this crisis.  
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-52773344

The impact will last for years to come.   
Loss of learning is a predictor of $271 Billion economic loss. 
The closure of schools not only impacts our children’s mental health and academic loss, it also is directly 
connected to an economic catastrophe.  The present value of lost GDP due to Corona-induced learning 
loss for G20 nations is astronomical.

The economic impact of learning loss and high school dropouts in the United States will be substantial. 
Lasting a lifetime, estimated earning loss is as high as “$110 billion annual lost earnings across the 
lifetime” of the current K-12 cohort.  Without intervention and reversal in policies, the educational losses 
caused by school closures could hurt long term GDP growth. Once the current k-12 hit the workforce, the 
estimations of GDP loss is between $173 Billion to $271 Billion a year.
https://www.oecd.org/education/The-economic-impacts-of-coronavirus-covid-19-learning-losses.pdf
https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/public-and-social-sector/our-insights/covid-19-and-student-learning-in-the-united-states-the-
hurt-could-last-a-lifetime#

How will this impact an entire generation? 
63 Studies are showing indicators that these problems are a predictor for a decade to come.

“Nothing strengthens authority so much as silence.”  
—Leonardo da Vinci

The longer the shutdown, the greater the negative 
educational impact on all of our children. The direct  
impact of the shutdown, including declining mental  
health, trauma, crisis schooling, and educational  
barriers, cannot be underestimated, nor sustained. 

“Children are the world’s most valuable resource, and  
it’s best hope for the future.” 
—John F Kennedy 

   



Research Articles in Pub Med 
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=covid+mental+health+on+children

Suicide in Children 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7500342/

Children developing PTSD 
https://www.bbc.com/news/education-53097289

1 in 3 PTSD 
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24618142/

Suicide in High Schoolers Surpass Covid Deaths 
https://townhall.com/tipsheet/micaelaburrow/2020/07/28/redfield-says-more-abovebase-suicides-than-covid-
deaths-n2573278

1 in 4 (18-24 year olds Seriously Considering Suicide) 
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/pdfs/mm6932a1-H.pdf

Mental Health For Kids 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/nickmorrison/2020/05/15/its-not-childrens-education-we-should-worry-about-its-their-
mental-health/

U.S. Pediatricians Call for In-Person School This Fall 
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/06/29/884638999/u-s-pediatricians-call-for-in-person-
school-this-fall

Math Loss of Half -2/3 
Projecting the potential impacts of COVID-19 school closures on academic achievement (With the assumptions of returning 
in the fall.)  Annenberg Brown University  
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/sites/default/files/ai20-226-v2.pdf

Children going hungry: 14 million in the US.  5x the rate as 2018 (2.5 million) 
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2020/07/09/about-14-million-children-in-the-us-are-not-getting-enough-to-eat/

50 Million Hungry with 1 in 4 being children 
https://apnews.com/article/race-and-ethnicity-hunger-coronavirus-pandemic-4c7f1705c6d8ef5bac241e6cc8e331bb 

17 Million Children 
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/food-banks-sound-alarm-child-hunger-covid-crisis-drags-n1252368

Decline in Donations creates Starvation for Children (400,000) 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-yemen-security-malnutrition/at-least-400000-yemeni-children-under-5-could-
die-of-starvation-this-year-u-n-agencies-idUSKBN2AC16K?fbclid=IwAR2ZzGSikd3umWV4VAmHmE1cY6FQV9L2a6v-
4s7E8pgKysN6qiRhjJg0xvm0

Millions Could die of starvation 
https://unglobalcompact.org/take-action/20th-anniversary-campaign/covid-related%20hunger-could-kill-more-people-
than-the-virus 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/05/us/coronavirus-education-lost-learning.html

Special Needs Families Failed 
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2021/01/29/ed-department-investigating-special-ed-failures-during-covid-19/29171/

Additional Resources 
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Estimation of over 1,000,000 possible drop outs 
https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/public-and-social-sector/our-insights/covid-19-and-student-learning-in-the-united-
states-the-hurt-could-last-a-lifetime#

Child’s Trust Non-Profit, Huge Children Issues from Lockdown and no school  
(hunger, homelessness, disadvantage communities, mental health, educational learning loss, emotional/physical abuse, sex 
trafficking) 
https://view.publitas.com/the-childhood-trust/children-in-lockdown-the-childhood-trust-report-june-2020/page/14-15

American Academy of Pediatrics COVID-19 Planning Considerations: Guidance for School Re-entry 
“With the above principles in mind, the AAP strongly advocates that all policy considerations for the coming school year 
should start with a goal of having students physically present in school. The importance of in-person learning is well-
documented, and there is already evidence of the negative impacts on children because of school closures in the spring of 
2020. Lengthy time away from school and associated interruption of supportive services often results in social isolation, 
making it difficult for schools to identify and address important learning deficits as well as child and adolescent physical or 
sexual abuse, substance use, depression, and suicidal ideation. This, in turn, places children and adolescents at considerable 
risk of morbidity and, in some cases, mortality. Beyond the educational impact and social impact of school closures, there 
has been substantial impact on food security and physical activity for children and families.”

Sexual Exploitation with schools closed:   
(dark web increase and Covid theme child exploitation.) Online abuse rising.https://www.bbc.com/news/world-52773344 

Economic Catastrophe connected to Learning Loss- the US and Present value of lost GDP due to Corona-induced 
learning loss for G20 nations 
https://www.oecd.org/education/The-economic-impacts-of-coronavirus-covid-19-learning-losses.pdf

Economic Loss $110 Billion Estimation Connected to Learning Loss 
https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/public-and-social-sector/our-insights/covid-19-and-student-learning-in-the-united-
states-the-hurt-could-last-a-lifetime#

Using projected learning loss onto the National Assessment of Education Progress and its relationship with the country’s 
GDP and earnings. In addition, in all calculations below, we have accounted for the effects of an economic recession on 
academic outcomes.

Learning Loss 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/05/us/coronavirus-education-lost-learning.html

Science says: ‘Open the schools’ Possibly 30% Loss of Reading Skills

“Low-income students are suffering the most. Many lack WIFI, computer tablets, software and other paraphernalia of the 
affluent. Nor are they as likely to have access to equivalent mentors at home as those with better educated parents. Robin 
Lake at the Center for Reinventing Public Education says that “elementary students [in urban districts] may have lost 30 
percent of their reading skills.....”

Masks harming children emotionally, psychologically, physically 
https://montanadailygazette.com/2021/01/25/new-study-finds-masks-hurt-schoolchildren-physically-psychologically-and-
behaviorally/

Learning Loss (3 Sources) 
https://ies.ed.gov/director/remarks/9-28-2020.asp
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More than 1 million students disengaged from online learning
https://marketbrief.edweek.org/marketplace-k-12/million-students-disengaged-school-end-academic-year-analysis-
suggests/
https://www.remind.com/blog/engagement-data
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2020/10/01/teen-disengagement-is-on-the-rise/

1,000,000 + of Estimated Drop Outs
https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/public-and-social-sector/our-insights/covid-19-and-student-learning-in-the-united-
states-the-hurt-could-last-a-lifetime#

Canada students Disengaged
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s40300-021-00200-1

16.9 Million with no internet and up to 3,000,000 children missing school
An education emergency hitting low income households the hardest and are more likely to be Black, Latino, or Native 
American.  16.9 Million remain “logged out” of learning with no access to the internet at home.  “Bellwether Education Partners, 
a non-profit that focuses on underserved communities, estimates that approximately 3 million of the “most educationally 
marginalized students in the country” may have been missing from school since March 2020,” due to school closures.

https://bellwethereducation.org/publication/missing-margins-estimating-scale-covid-19-attendance-crisis
https://abcnews.go.com/US/thousands-students-reported-missing-school-systems-nationwide-amid/story?id=76063922l
https://futureready.org/homework-gap/#facts

16.9 million children remain “logged out” with no access to internet at home
Hardest hit are low-income households and are more likely to be Black, Latinx, or Native American. National Analyses 
https://futureready.org/homework-gap/#facts

UK Children lose 700 Million Days of Education
https://www.unicef.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Unicef-UK-Children-In-Lockdown-Coronavirus-Impacts-Snapshot.pdf

Millions of children projected to die as casualties from the lockdown
https://www.thelancet.com/action/showPdf?pii=S2214-109X(20)30229-1
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